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GREYHOUND WELFARE & INTEGRITY COMMISSION
DISCIPLINARY ACTION DECISION

Date of decision: 29 May 2026

Decision-makers: Acting Senior Steward Sam Woolaston and Cadet Steward
Stephanie Richards

Name of relevant person: Tony Forbes
Rule no: Rule 24(1)

Charge(s): Charge 1 — Mr Forbes did something, which in the opinion of
the Controlling Body constitutes an offence, by retiring, without
surgical sterilisation, greyhounds in his custody in
circumstances not approved by the Controlling Body.

Charge 2 — Mr Forbes did something, which in the opinion of
the Controlling Body constitutes an offence, by retiring, without
surgical sterilisation, greyhounds in his custody in
circumstances not approved by the Controlling Body.

Charge 3 — Mr Forbes did something, which in the opinion of
the Controlling Body constitutes an offence, by retiring, without
surgical sterilisation, greyhounds in his custody in
circumstances not approved by the Controlling Body.

Charge 4 — Mr Forbes did something, which in the opinion of
the Controlling Body constitutes an offence, by retiring, without
surgical sterilisation, greyhounds in his custody in
circumstances not approved by the Controlling Body.

Plea: Guilty to all four charges

Disciplinary action taken: Charge 1 (Rule 24(1)) — To issue a $500 fine and a 3-month
suspension which will be wholly and conditionally suspended for
a period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes not breaching
this, or any like rule, in this period.

Charge 2 (Rule 24(1)) — To issue a $500 fine and a 3-month
suspension which will be wholly and conditionally suspended for
a period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes not breaching
this, or any like rule, in this period.

Charge 3 (Rule 24(1)) — To issue a $500 fine and a 3-month
suspension which will be wholly and conditionally suspended for
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period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes not breaching
this, or any like rule, in this period.

Charge 4 (Rule 24(1)) — To issue a $500 fine and a 3-month
suspension which will be wholly and conditionally suspended for
a period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes not breaching
this, or any like rule, in this period.

The total penalty imposed is a fine of $2,000 and a 12-month
suspension, which will be wholly and conditionally suspended
for a period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes not
breaching this, or any like rule, during that period.

INVESTIGATION:

1. Mr Tony Forbes was, at all relevant times, a registered Public Trainer with the
Greyhound Welfare and Integrity Commission.

2. On four separate occasions, occurring on Wednesday 19 May 2021, Sunday 25
February 2024, Saturday 3 May 2025 and Saturday 23 August 2025, Mr Forbes retired
four greyhounds in his custody, that had not been surgically sterilised by a veterinarian,
as a pet to a non-registered person in circumstances not approved by the Controlling
Body.

DECISION:
3. On 20 May 2026 Mr Forbes was issued with a notice of charge and proposed
disciplinary action (“Notice”).

4. Inthe Notice issued on 20 May 2026 the decision makers charged Mr Forbes with four
charges, pertaining to breaches of Rule 24(1) of the Greyhound Racing Rules
(“Rules”), which read:

Rule 24(1), Rules

1. Unless a greyhound is being accepted by an adoption agency approved by a Controlling Body
that undertakes sterilisation, the owner or person responsible for the greyhound at the time
of such retirement as a pet must ensure that the greyhound has been surgically sterilised by
a veterinarian before allowing the greyhound to leave their care and custody, except where a
veterinarian certifies after examining that greyhound, to the satisfaction of a Controlling Body,
that being sterilised would be detrimental to its welfare.

5. The Notice invited Mr Forbes to attend a hearing on Friday 29 May 2026, at which time
he would have the opportunity to enter a plea and make submissions in relation to the
Charges and proposed penalty.
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6. On Friday 29 May 2026 Mr Forbes attended a hearing held via Microsoft teams and;
e Entered a guilty plea to all four charges; and
e Provided verbal submissions

7. Following consideration of Mr Forbes’s guilty pleas and submissions, the decision makers
found the charges proven and determined to impose the following disciplinary action upon
him:

Charge 1 (Rule 24(1)) — To issue a $500 fine and a 3-month suspension which will be
wholly and conditionally suspended for a period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes
not breaching this, or any like rule, in this period.

Charge 2 (Rule 24(1)) — To issue a $500 fine and a 3-month suspension which will be
wholly and conditionally suspended for a period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes
not breaching this, or any like rule, in this period.

Charge 3 (Rule 24(1)) — To issue a $500 fine and a 3-month suspension which will be
wholly and conditionally suspended for a period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes
not breaching this, or any like rule, in this period.

Charge 4 (Rule 24(1)) — To issue a $500 fine and a 3-month suspension which will be
wholly and conditionally suspended for a period of 12 months, conditional on Mr Forbes
not breaching this, or any like rule, in this period.

11. In taking this disciplinary action, the Commission considered all relevant material and
evidence, including:

e Mr Forbes’s guilty plea (25% reduction);

e Mr Forbes’s disciplinary record, with a 33-year registration history and no prior
offences;

e Mr Forbes’s forthright evidence and co-operation throughout the investigation; and

e Mr Forbes'’s personal circumstances.
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