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GREYHOUND WELFARE & INTEGRITY COMMISSION
DISCIPLINARY ACTION DECISION

Date of decision: 10 June 2026

Decision-makers: Acting Chief Steward Paul Van Gestel and Steward Nathan
Meyn

Name of relevant person: Mr Anthony Roche

Date: 2 May 2026

Rule no: LR21A(1)(a)

Charge(s): Mr Roche did something, which in the opinion of the Controlling
Body constitutes an offence, striking a greyhound.

Plea: Not Guilty

Disciplinary action taken: To issue a 4 week suspension

INVESTIGATION:

1. Mr Roche was, at all relevant times, a registered Owner Trainer with the Greyhound
Welfare and Integrity Commission.

2. On Saturday 2 May 2026 Mr Roche attended the Taree Greyhound Club for the purpose
of racing greyhounds.

3. Inthe kennel bay prior to race 1, he used his open right hand to strike a greyhound on the
shoulder.

DECISION:

4. On Monday 25 May 2026 Mr Roche was issued with a notice of charge and proposed
disciplinary action (“Notice”).

5. On Wednesday 3 June 2026 Mr Roche was issued a written copy of the Notice of Charge
and proposed disciplinary action at Taree Greyhound Track;

6. In the Notice issued on 25 May 2026 the decision makers charged Mr Roche with an
offence under Rule LR21A(1)(a) of the Greyhound Racing Rules, which reads:

Local Rule 21A(1)(a), Rules
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A person is guilty of an offence if the person:

(a) strikes. Wounds, abuses, torments, mutilates or in any other way causes unnecessary
harm or suffering to a greyhound;

7. The Notice invited Mr Roche to attend a hearing at which time he would have the
opportunity to enter a plea and make submissions in relation to the Charge and proposed
penalty.

7. On Wednesday 10 June 2026 Mr Roche attended a hearing held via Microsoft Teams
where Mr Roche;

o Entered a plea of not guilty; and
e Provided verbal submissions

8. In considering the matter, the decision makers considered Mr Roche’s plea and
submissions, as well as all available evidence. The decision makers found the charge
proven and took the following disciplinary action against Mr Roche:

Charge 1 - LR21A(1)(a) — To issue a suspension of 4 weeks
Commencing Thursday 11 June 2026 and expiring midnight 8 July 2026.

9. In taking this disciplinary action, the Commission considered all relevant material and
evidence, including:

e Mr Roche’s not guilty plea;

e Mr Roche’s verbal submissions;

e Mr Roche’s disciplinary record and registration history;
e Mr Roche’s personal and professional circumstances;

e The objective seriousness of the offence which the decision-makers considered at
the very lowest end for an offence of this nature; and

¢ Principles of general and specific deterrence.

¢ Decision-makers were cognisant that matters involving this rule breach almost
exclusively warrant periods of disqualification. This matter was dealt with on its
own facts and a significant degree of leniency was afforded to Mr Roche.
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