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GREYHOUND WELFARE & INTEGRITY COMMISSION
DISCIPLINARY ACTION DECISION

Date of decision: 28 January 2026

Decision-makers: Acting Chief Steward Paul Van Gestel, Acting Senior Steward
Ben Boyce-Mortlock and Steward David Patman

Name of relevant person: Mr Chris Edwards

Date: Various
Rule no: 30, 156(h), 156(w)
Charge(s): Charge 1 — Rule 30

Mr Edwards did something which, in the opinion of the
Controlling Body, constitutes an offence, by using barking
muzzles in circumstances not approved by the Controlling Body.

Charge 2 — Rule 156(w)

Mr Edwards did something which, in the opinion of the
Controlling Body, constitutes an offence, by failing to comply
with a Code of Practice adopted by the Controlling Body.

Charge 3 — Rule 156(w)

Mr Edwards did something which, in the opinion of the
Controlling Body, constitutes an offence, by failing to comply
with a Code of Practice adopted by the Controlling Body.

Charge 4 — Rule 156(h)

Mr Edwards did something which, in the opinion of the
Controlling Body, constitutes an offence, by failing to comply
with a lawful order of a person authorised by the Controlling
Body.

Charge 5 — Rule 156(h)

Mr Edwards did something which, in the opinion of the
Controlling Body, constitutes an offence, by failing to comply
with a lawful order of a person authorised by the Controlling
Body.

Charge 6 — Rule 156(h)
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Mr Edwards did something which, in the opinion of the
Controlling Body, constitutes an offence, by failing to comply
with a lawful order of a person authorised by the Controlling
Body.

Plea: Guilty to Charges 1, 2, 3, and 4.
Not guilty to Charges 5 and 6

Disciplinary action taken:

Charge 1 (Rule 30) - To issue a 6 week suspension
Charge 2 (Rule 156(w)) - To issue a 3 month suspension
Charge 3 (Rule 156(w)) - To issue a 4 month suspension
Charge 4 (Rule 156(h)) - To issue a 3 month disqualification
Charge 5 (Rule 156(h)) - To issue a 4 month disqualification
Charge 6 Rule 156(h)) - To issue a 2 month disqualification

With the penalties for each charge be served cumulatively;

With the disqualification period to commence 28 January 2026 and expire midnight 27
October 2026; and

With the suspension period to commence 28 October 2026 and expire 9 July 2027.

INVESTIGATION:

1. Mr Edwards was, at all relevant times, a registered Owner Trainer with the Greyhound
Welfare and Integrity Commission.

2. On 12 June 2025 Officers of the Controlling Body attended Mr Edwards registered kennel
address (“Property”). During the course of the inspection Mr Edwards admitted to using
barking muzzles on greyhounds in his custody for periods of time greater than 60 minutes
and in circumstances not approved by the Controlling Body.

3. During the inspection of the Property Officers of the Controlling Body identified breaches
with the NSW Greyhound Welfare Code of Practice, including failing to secure a
greyhound in Mr Edwards custody such as to prevent its escape from the Property.
Officers issued Mr Edwards with lawful orders to rectify the observed breaches. Mr
Edwards failed to comply with these orders.

4. On 24 September 2025 Officers of the Controlling Body attended a new kennel address
associated with Mr Edwards’ registration. Officers identified breaches with the NSW
Greyhound Welfare Code of Practice and issued Mr Edwards with lawful orders to rectify
the observed breaches and relocate the greyhounds at the site to a pre-approved location.
Mr Edwards failed to comply with these orders.

DECISION:
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5. On Monday 8 December 2025 Mr Edwards was issued with a notice of charge and
proposed disciplinary action (“Notice”).

6. In the Notice issued on 8 December 2025 the decision makers charged Mr Edwards with
six charges under the following Greyhound Racing Rules (“Rules”), which read:

Rule 30, Rules

(1) For the purpose of this rule “Barking Muzzle” means a muzzle of such description or other gear,
equipment, apparatus or device, which in the opinion of the Stewards was designed or intended
to be used in a manner that prevents or limits barking by restricting the ability of a greyhound to
open its mouth.

(2) An offence is committed if a person uses a Barking Muzzle at any time, on any greyhound, unless:

(a) In circumstances approved by a Controlling Body; or
(b) Used by a veterinarian for the sole purpose of examination or treatment.

Rule 156, Rules

An offence is committed if a person (including an official)

(h) disobeys or fails to comply with a lawful order of a Controlling Body, the Stewards, or
another person authorised by a Controlling Body with official duties in relation to greyhound
racing;

(w) fails to comply with a policy or code of practice adopted by a Controlling Body;

7. The Notice invited Mr Edwards to attend a hearing on Monday 15 December 2025
at which time he would have the opportunity to enter a plea and make submissions in
relation to the Charges and proposed penalties.

8. On Tuesday 9 December 2025 decision makers consented to adjourning the hearing
scheduled for Monday 15 December 2025.

9. On Wednesday 28 January 2026 Mr Edwards legal representative provided written
submissions and entered pleas of guilty on Mr Edwards behalf to charges 1, 2, 3 and 4
and pleas of not guilty to charges 5 and 6.

10. On Wednesday 28 January 2026 Mr Edwards and his legal representative attended a
hearing held via Microsoft Teams and;

e Provided verbal submissions

11. In considering the matter, decision makers considered Mr Edwards pleas and
submissions, as well as all available evidence. The decision makers found the charges
proven and took the following disciplinary action against Mr Edwards:
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Charge 1 (Rule 30) - To issue a 6 week suspension

Charge 2 (Rule 156(w)) - To issue a 3 month suspension
Charge 3 (Rule 156(w)) - To issue a 4 month suspension
Charge 4 (Rule 156(h)) - To issue a 3 month disqualification
Charge 5 (Rule 156(h)) - To issue a 4 month disqualification
Charge 6 Rule 156(h)) - To issue a 2 month disqualification

With all penalties for each charge to be served cumulatively;

With the disqualification period to commence 28 January 2026 and expire midnight 27
October 2026; and

With the suspension period to commence 28 October 2026 and expire 9 July 2027.

12. In taking this disciplinary action, the Commission considered all relevant material and
evidence, including:

Mr Edwards pleas of guilty to Charges 1, 2, 3 and 4 (25% reduction);
Mr Edwards personal and professional circumstances;

Principles of general and specific deterrence and what message is sent to the
industry in respect to such conduct;

The purpose of issuing penalties as a protective measure, in order to promote and
protect the welfare of greyhounds.
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