Snake safety

Australia is home to around 100 species of venomous
snakes and are found in diverse habitats.

As snake bites can lead to severe illness or death,
knowing how to protect your greyhounds, the signs and
symptoms of bites and what to do if a greyhound is
bitten is important.

ABOUT SNAKES

New South Wales is home to a large variety of

snakes, including the dangerous Tiger Snake, @
Eastern Brown Snake, Red-Bellied Black Snake
and Death Adder. '

Snakes are particularly active in warmer weather
and offen seek out water and food sources.

As not all veterinary practices stock snake
anti-venom, if you suspect your greyhound

_ _ has been bitten, it's essential to ring ahead.
While snakes are not naturally aggressive, as

greyhounds are inquisitive and may chase
snakes, the risk of bites and strikes is real and
potentially deadly. However, if caught early,
snake bites can be successfully treated.

DO NOT wash the wound or apply a
tourniquet.

REDUCING THE RISK OF SNAKE

Remember it is illegal to kill snakes and you BITES

should never attempt to capture a snake. If a

snake remains in the area, call a snake catcher It is difficult to make your property snake proof,
or WIRES. but there are some practical steps you can take

to reduce the risk of snakes.

Prevention is key, so it is important to:

. Keep grass short, particularly near fence lines
and kennels.

. Store food securely and clean up any spilled
food.

. Regularly check the wire mesh used for
fencing and kennels, as well as checking
points of entry such as drainpipes.

. Remove rubbish and ledaf litter from your
property.

. Remove wood piles or keep them well away
from your kennels.

The Eastern Brown Snake is responsible for an estimated - Empty pot plants of excess water.
76% of reported snakebite cases fo domestic pets - Use safe and effective measures to control
nationally each year. vermin.
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WHAT ARE THE SIGNS AND
SYMPTOMS OF A SNAKE BITE?

Snake bites can be difficult to detect as your
greyhound may not appear to be in pain and
the wound site can be small and hidden by fur.
There may not be a bruise, swelling or redness.

Signs and symptoms also vary depending on the
species of the snake, the amount of venom
injected, site of the bite and the time of year - at
the beginning of summer venom glands are fuller
and bites are generally more severe.

As some symptoms may not appear clinically for
up to 24 hours after the bite occurs, if you
suspect a snake bite, keep your greyhound calm
and take them to a veterinarian immediately.

Symptoms or signs include:

. Immediate collapse followed by apparent
recovery.

. Shaking or muscle twitching.

. Weakness or severe lethargy.

. Difficulty walking.

. Loss of bladder and bowel control.

. Dilated pupils or trouble blinking.

. Irregular bleeding from the nose, mouth.

. Vomiting.

. Discoloured, dark or bloody urine.

WHAT DO I DO IF | SUSPECT MY
GREYHOUND IS BITTEN?

Keeping calm and seeking veterinary advice
immediately are the most important first steps to
take if you think your greyhound has been bitten
by a snake.

The chance of recovery is much greater if treated
early.

There are other simple first aid steps you can take
as well:
. Keep your greyhound calm and still.
. Apply a firm bandage above, below and over
the bite site.
. Remove the greyhound’s collar.
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IDENTIFYING THE SNAKE

While being able to identify the snake which has
bitten your greyhound, by noting the pattern and
colouring or safely taking a photo from distance,
is helpful, don’t worry if you are unable to do so.
Vets can do a blood and/or urine fest to confirm
if your greyhound has been bitten and what type
of snake was involved.

The size of the snake does not matter as even
smaller snakes carry highly-potent venom.

Remember, never try to catch or kill the snake as
it is both dangerous and illegal. Note that even
dead snakes can deliver venom, so never fouch
its head.
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