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GREYHOUND WELFARE & INTEGRITY COMMISSION
DISCIPLINARY ACTION DECISION

Date of decision: 23 January 2026

Decision-maker: Senior Steward Zane Turner and Acting Senior Steward
Ben Boyce-Mortlock

Name of relevant person:  Joseph Scerri

Track Various

Dates: 27 March 2025, 24 June 2025 & 3 September 2025
Rule no.: 141(1)(a), 139(3)(a)

Charge(s): Charge 1 — R141(1)(a)

Mr Joseph Scerri presented the greyhound ‘Tomorrow Wendy’
for the purpose of competing in race 2 at the Wentworth Park
meeting on 27 March 2025 in circumstances where the
Greyhound was not free of any prohibited substance

Charge 2 - R141(1)(a)

Mr Joseph Scerri presented the greyhound ‘Lumina Bell’ for
the purpose of competing in race 6 at the Gosford meeting on
24 June 2025 in circumstances where the Greyhound was not
free of any prohibited substance

Charge 3 — 139(3)(a)

Mr Joseph Scerri did something which, in the opinion of the
Controlling Body constitutes an offence, by being in charge of
a greyhound when a sample taken from the greyhound was
established to contain a permanently banned prohibited
substance.

Prohibited Substance(s):  Testosterone Propionate

Plea: Guilty
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Disciplinary action taken: Charge 1 — To disqualify Mr. Scerri for 16 months;

Charge 2 — To disqualify Mr. Scerri for 16 months;

Charge 3 — To disqualify Mr. Scerri for 16 months;

With the penalties for each charge to be served cumulatively;

With the net effect being a 4-year period of disqualification
from the industry;

With the time served by Mr. Scerri under interim suspension to
be taken into account, from 12 September 2025; and

With the period of disqualification to expire at midnight on 11
September 2029.

INVESTIGATION
Charge 1 - 141(1)(a)

Following receipt of a certificate of analysis from Racing Analytical Services Limited, dated 21
May 2025, the Commission conducted an investigation into the results of a post-event hair
sample taken from the greyhound, “Tomorrow Wendy” at the Wentworth Park meeting on 27
March 2025.

Further analysis of the sample was conducted by the Racing Science Centre confirming the
presence of Testosterone Propionate. Testosterone Propionate is a permanately banned
prohibited substance under Rule 139(1)(t) of the Rules

Charge 2 - 141(1)(a)

Following receipt of a certificate of analysis from Racing Analytical Services Limited, dated 26
August 2025, the Commission conducted an investigation into the results of a post-event hair
sample taken from the greyhound, “Lumina Bell” at the Gosford meeting on 24 June 2025.

Further analysis of the sample was conducted by the Racing Science Centre confirming the
presence of Testosterone Propionate. Testosterone Propionate is a permanately banned
prohibited substance under Rule 139(1)(t) of the Rules

Charge 3 — 139(3)(a)

Following receipt of a certificate of analysis from Racing Analytical Services Limited, dated 29
October 2025, the Commission conducted an investigation into the results of a hair sample
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taken from the unnamed greyhound, Microchip 956000015546000 at Mr Joe Scerri’s
registered kennel address on 3 September 2025.

Further analysis of the sample was conducted by the Racing Science Centre confirming the
presence of Testosterone Propionate. Testosterone Propionate is a permanately banned
prohibited substance under Rule 139(1)(t) of the Rules

DECISION:

1. Mr Scerri was at all relevant times a registered Public Trainer, Breeder and Studmaster
with the Greyhound Welfare and Integrity Commission (“Commission”).

2. Following an investigation by the Commission, Notices of Charge and Proposed

Disciplinary Action (“Notices”) were issued to Mr Scerri on 13 August 2025 (Charge
1), 27 October 2025 (Charge 2), and 4 December 2025 (Charge 3).

3. The Notices issued three charges with offences under the following Greyhound Racing
Rules (“Rules”):

Rule 141(1), Rules

(1) The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:

(a) nominated to compete in an Event;

must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

(3) The owner, trainer or person in charge of a greyhound presented contrary to

subrule (1) of this rule shall be guilty of an offence.

Rule 139(3)(a), Rules

(3) when a sample taken from a greyhound being trained by a trainer or in the care of
a registered person has been established to contain a permanently banned prohibited
substance:

(a) the trainer and any other person who was in charge of the relevant
greyhound at the relevant time shall be guilty of an offence.

4. The Notices invited Mr Scerri to attend a hearing at which time he would have the
opportunity to enter a plea and make submissions in relation to the charges and
proposed penalties. The proposed penalties were a two-year disqualification for each
of the three charges.
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5. On 19 January 2026 final written submissions were provided on behalf of Mr Scerri.
Contained within the written submissions Mr Scerri entered a plea of guilty to all
Charges and provided further submissions regarding penalty.

6. On 19 January Mr Scerri and his legal representative attended a hearing held via
Microsoft Teams.

7. Scientific and Veterinary evidence was considered from Dr Adam Cawley, Scientific
Manager for Racing Analytical Services Limited, Dr Steven Karamatic, Chief
Veterinarian for Greyhound Racing Victoria and Dr Michael Robertson from
Independent Forensic Consulting. After considering all of the evidence and
submissions, decision-makers preferred the evidence provided by Dr Karamatic.

8. Following consideration of Mr Scerri’s guilty plea and submissions, the decision
makers found the charges proven and determined to take the following disciplinary
action against Mr. Scerri;

Charge 1 - 141(1)(a): To disqualify Mr. Scerri for 16 months;
Charge 2 - 141(1)(a): To disqualify Mr. Scerri for 16 months;
Charge 3 - 139(3)(a): To disqualify Mr. Scerri for 16 months;

With the penalties for each charge to be served cumulatively;

With the net effect being a 4 year period of disqualification
from the industry;

With the time served by Mr. Scerri under interim suspension to
be taken into account, from 12 September 2025; and

With the period of disqualification to expire at midnight on 11
September 2029.

9. In taking this disciplinary action, the decision makers considered all the material,
submissions and evidence before them, including:

e Mr Scerri’s guilty plea to all Charges entitling him to a 25% reduction in penalty;

o Further reductions to the starting penalties were made to take into account
other factors in mitigation;
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e Mr Scerri’s disciplinary history over a registration period of 22 years, with no
prior permanently banned prohibited substance offences;

o Mr Scerri’s personal and professional circumstances which won’t be revealed
here due to privacy reasons. These however did form part of the hearing;

e The principles of general and specific deterrence; and

o GWIC penalty guidelines.

10. In addition, Tomorrow Wendy was disqualified from race 2 at the Wentworth Park
meeting on 27 March 2025 and Lumina Bell was disqualified from race 6 at the
Gosford meeting on 24 June 2025 pursuant to Rule 141(4) of the Rules.
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