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GREYHOUND WELFARE & INTEGRITY COMMISSION 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION DECISION 

Date of decision:   14 January 2026 

Decision-makers:  Steward Peter Phillips and Acting Senior Steward Ben Boyce-
Mortlock 

Name of relevant person:  Mr Simon Gai 

Date:     25 August 2025 

Rule no:    156(a) 

Charge(s):  Mr Gai did something, which in the opinion of the Controlling 
Body constitutes an offence, by contravening the Greyhound 
Racing Rules 

Plea: No Plea Entered 

Disciplinary action taken:    To issue a Three Year Disqualification  

 To commence 14 January 2026 and expire 14 January 2029 

  
 
INVESTIGATION:  
 
1. Mr Gai was, at all relevant times, greyhound racing industry participant. 

2. On 4 August 2025 Mr Gai was issued a direction to resume custody of a greyhound in his 
ownership within 14 days. Mr Gai failed to comply with this direction, and on 25 August 
2025 the greyhound was deemed to be abandoned as per Local Rule 22A of the 
Greyhound Racing Rules and retired and transferred to a rehoming organisation by the 
Controlling Body.  

DECISION: 

3. On Friday 2 January 2026 Mr Gai was issued with a notice of charge and proposed 
disciplinary action (“Notice”). 

4. In the Notice issued on 2 January 2026 the decision makers charged Mr Gai with an 
offence under Rule 156(a) of the Greyhound Racing Rules, which reads: 

Rule 156(a) 

An offence is committed if a person (including an official): 
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(a) contravenes any of the Rules 

 
5. The Notice invited Mr Gai to attend a hearing at which time he would have the opportunity 

to enter a plea and make submissions in relation to the Charge and proposed penalty. 

6. On Wednesday 14 January 2026 Mr Gai failed to appear at the scheduled hearing. 
Decision makers contacted Mr Gai, who declined the opportunity to appear at the hearing. 
Accordingly, the hearing was conducted in his absence. 

7. In lieu of having the opportunity to consider a plea or any submissions from Mr Gai on the 
charge and proposed penalty, the decision makers found the charge proven and 
determined to not reduce the proposed penalty. Accordingly, decision makers imposed 
upon Mr Gai the following penalty: 

Charge – Rule 156(a) – To issue a Three Year Disqualification 

8. In taking this disciplinary action, the Commission considered all relevant material and 
evidence, including:  

• Mr Gai’s failure to attend the hearing on Wednesday 14 January 2026 and the lack 
of a plea or any submissions in respect of the charges and proposed penalties. 
This was an important factor in determining not to reduce the penalty below what 
was initially proposed; and 

• Principles of general and specific deterrence and what message is sent to the 
industry in respect to such conduct. 

…………………………………………………...End.………………………………………..……….. 


