
AUGUST UPDATE

UPDATED RACE DAY HYDRATION AND HOT WEATHER POLICY 

The Commission has completed a review of the Race Day Hot Weather and Hydration Policy, with a 
number of changes made following feedback received from industry stakeholders and participants.

Key changes include:

• Updated water exemption process is available for participants that believe there may be another 
welfare risk in providing water to a greyhound, that outweighs the risk of dehydration.

• Mandatory cancellation of any race meetings where the temperature exceeds, or is forecast to 
exceed 38°C.

The Commission’s updated policy will come into effect from 1 September 2019, and is available to view 
on the Commission’s website www.gwic.nsw.gov.au/hotweatherpolicy.

AUGUST IS CANINE DENTAL MONTH

It’s canine dental month! A timely reminder to check your greyhound’s dental hygiene and book them  
in for a dental health check with their vet. 

Greyhounds can have a genetic predisposition to tooth and gum disease, so it’s important to regularly 
monitor their dental health for plaque, tartar and early signs of gum diseases such as gingivitis. 

Signs include redness and swelling of the gums, bleeding and smelly breath. Gingivitis is reversible with 
treatment, so it’s important to seek veterinary advice if your greyhound shows any symptoms.

Avoid gum disease with regular home dental care including: daily brushing, dental rinses and dental 
chews, raw meaty bones a few times a week, and an annual vet check that includes a dental check.

SPIKE IN CAFFEINE RELATED  
POSITIVE SWABS

REMINDER: GWIC REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RENEWED BY 31 AUGUST 2019

Following a recent spike in positive swabs for 
caffeine, the Commission reminds participants to 
take care when providing any food or supplement 
products to their greyhounds.

Some foods or medications that contain caffeine:

• Coffee and coffee containing products
• Chocolate and chocolate containing products
• Energy drinks and colas
• Teas and iced tea drinks
• Supplements used to “Boost energy or endurance”
• Cold and flu medications
• Collovet oral suspension
• Green tea additives or antioxidants

YOUR OBLIGATIONS WHEN LEAVING 
THE GREYHOUND RACING INDUSTRY

If you intend on leaving the industry and have 
greyhounds in your care, you must do one of 
the following:

• Keep the greyhound(s) as a pet(s) for 
yourself, and submit a Notification to Retire 
or Export form to the Commission, or

• Sell or give away the greyhound(s) to 
another greyhound racing participant and  
submit a Transfer Ownership of a Greyhound 
form to the Commission, or

• Rehome the greyhound through a rehoming 
organisation such as the GAP Program, and 
submit a Notification to Retire or Export form 
to the Commission.


